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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: The Honorable Aaron Schock, Member of Congress 
Committee on Ways and Means 

FROM: Thomas Brejcha, Peter Breen, Sally Wagenmaker, Esqs. 
Thomas More Society 

RE: IRS Harassment of Pro-Life Organizations 

DATE: May 16, 2013 

 
 

SUMMARY 

 
 Legal cases handled by the Thomas More Society indicate that the Internal Revenue 
Service (“IRS”) harassment of nonprofit organizations extends well beyond “Tea Party” and 
“Patriot” groups, even to organizations whose primary purpose is to support and defend innocent 
human life. Three of these organizations are or were clients of the Thomas More Society. 
Included with this memorandum are contemporaneous documents related to these three 
organizations’ interactions with the IRS. Private information has been redacted. 

 Along with the other IRS cases recently made public, these cases form a pattern of an 
unconstitutional and illegal corruption of the Internal Revenue Service review process. We urge 
the Committee on Ways and Means to thoroughly investigate these abuses, so that those 
responsible may be brought to justice. 

I. Christian Voices for Life of Fort Bend County (Texas) (Exhibits A-1 - A-5)  

 On February 28, 2011, Christian Voices for Life of Fort Bend County (“CVL”) received 
a letter from the IRS requesting additional information on their tax exempt form. [Exh. A-1] 

 On March 15 &16, 2011, “CVL” requested legal help from the Thomas More Society. 
[Exh. A-2 & Exh. A-3] 

 On March 17, 2011, Mrs. Wagenmaker, Thomas More Society special counsel, contacted 
the IRS requesting, and receiving, an extension of the IRS’ March 21, 2011 deadline to reply.  

 On March 31, 2011, the IRS sent another letter requesting more information from “CVL” 
and asking if they engage in any illegal activities. [Exh. A-4] 

 On April 12, 2011, Mrs. Wagenmaker sent a letter on behalf of “CVL” to the IRS 
demanding they issue tax exempt status immediately. [Exh. A-5] 
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 On April 14, 2011 CVL’s tax exempt status was approved. On April 16, 2011, CVL 
received in the mail its 501(c)(3) tax exempt status. The issuance was memorialized with a 
contemporaneous press release. [Exh. A-6] 

II. Coalition for Life of Iowa (Exhibits B-1 - B-6) 

 October 20, 2008 CLI applied for the tax exempt status.  

 On April 27, 2009, Coalition for Life of Iowa (“CLI”) received their first inquiry from 
the IRS requesting additional information on their application for exemption. [Exh. B-1] 

 On May 14, 2009, “CLI” responded in a letter to the IRS providing the additional 
information requested. [Exh. B-2] 

 At the end of May and the beginning of June 2009, “CLI” stated they received “a couple” 
of calls from the IRS. During these calls, “CLI” answered numerous questions regarding their 
praying and/or picketing outside of Planned Parenthood. During one call, the IRS agent 
demanded that each of the board members sign a declaration that they would not picket Planned 
Parenthood. “CLI” was told that, once the signed declaration was sent, that they would receive 
their IRS determination letter. [Exh. B-4] 

 On June 10, 2009, “CLI” sent a letter to the IRS requesting further clarification of the 
definitions of “organize,” “picketing,” and “protesting” in relation to the requested signed 
declaration. [Exh. B-3]  

 On or near June 12, 2009, Coalition for Life of Iowa (CLI) sought out help from the 
Thomas More Society and became our client. 

 On June, 22, 2009, “CLI” received another letter requesting more blatantly offensive 
information regarding prayer meetings and signs being held outside of Planned Parenthood. 
[Exh. B-5] Item #2 questions the prayer vigils held by “CLI,” making incorrect assumptions of 
federal law, as if section 501(c)(3) could only make statements about "scientific or medical facts" 
in order to be "educational." Section 501(c)(3) organizations may legitimately engage in a very 
wide range of educational activities, including advocacy for or against all sorts of causes. 

 On July 2, 2009, Thomas More Society’s special counsel sent a letter to the IRS on behalf 
of “CLI” demanding tax exemption status be issued immediately. [Exh. B-6] At the time, the 
Thomas More Society issued a press release noting the demand. [Exh. B-9] 

 On August 4, 2009, Thomas More Society received the IRS determination letter 
confirming issuance of CLI’s tax exempt status. The IRS determination letter was dated July 9, 
2009, but was delayed approximately one month in receipt. [Exh. B-7] Thomas More Society’s 
special counsel had requested status on the application on July 29, 2009, a request answered on 
August 7, 2009. [Exh. B-8] Upon receiving the IRS determination letter, the Thomas More 
Society issued a contemporaneous press release. [Exh. B-10] 

  



3 
 

III. Daniel and Angela Michael (Exhibits C-1 - C-3) 

 On January 10, 2011, the IRS issued a letter opening an investigation into Small Victories, 
a pro-life organization with revenue of approximately $100,000/yr. [Exh. C-1] 

 According to our client, Small Victories, after a year of regular phone calls from the IRS 
(approximately one call every 2-3 weeks), the IRS closed its investigation in January of 2012.  

 Non-profit special counsel Sally Wagenmaker issued her opinion after reviewing the 
organization’s 990s [Exh. C-2] and the IRS demand letter [Exh. C-3]. In our professional 
opinion, there is nothing in the 990 that would give rise to justification to these types of 
questions or to a one-year-long investigation of this organization. 
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https://www.thomasmoresoc ety.org/2011/04/18/cvf / May 14, 2013

IRS had questioned Christian Voices for Life of Fort Bend
County, Texas, involvement with 40 Days for Life and Life
Chain

admin

April 18, 2011—Today, the Thomas More Society received not ice
from the Internal Revenue Service that the IRS has agreed to drop
its object ions and recognize Christ ian Voices for Life of  Fort  Bend
County, Texas, as a tax exempt public charity.

The IRS had withheld approval f rom the group while issuing
repeated requests for informat ion, including whether group
members “t ry to block people to [sic] enter a . . . medical clinic” during
40 Days for Life and Life Chain events and whether the group does
“educat ion on both sides of  the issues.” In their response let ter of
April 12, Thomas More Society at torneys had alleged that the IRS’
requests were unconst itut ional and demanded tax exempt
recognit ion. The IRS’ not ice of  recognit ion is dated April 14.

“The illegal IRS requests here clearly sought to delay and hinder the good work of  this new pro-life
organizat ion,” said Thomas More Society execut ive director and legal counsel Peter Breen. “This is
not the f irst  t ime that Internal Revenue Service personnel have at tempted to place
unconst itut ional restrict ions on pro-life organizat ions, but we do hope that this will be the last
t ime.”

Christ ian Voices for Life is a small charitable organizat ion based in Fort  Bend County, Texas,
dedicated to peaceably promot ing a culture of  life through educat ion, prayer and other ministry
act ivit ies. Read the IRS determinat ion let ter here.

The media cont inues to report  on this story! See President and Chief  Counsel Tom Brejcha’s
interview with OneNewsNow here. To listen to the interview click the link and press “play” on the
upper right  side of  the website!

https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/2011/04/18/cvfl/
http://www.christianvoicesforlife.org/
http://40daysforlife.com
http://www.lifechain.net/
https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/docs/2011/IRSLetter.pdf
http://onenewsnow.com/Legal/Default.aspx?id=1337984
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Thomas More Society » IRS Demands Assurances that
Coalition for Life of Iowa Will Not Oppose Planned
Parenthood

admin

Update: Victory! IRS agrees to issue 501(C)(3) let ter without delay!

Thomas More Society demands that the IRS grant tax-exempt status to the Iowa
Coalition as required by law.

After inquiring about the “educat ional” nature of  the Coalit ion for
Life of  Iowa’s act ivit ies, the IRS stated that it  would not grant a tax
exemption unless the Coalit ion agreed to limit  its “picket ing” and
“protest ing” of  a local Planned Parenthood. Compliance with this
request would result  in a restrict ion of  the speech of  the Coalit ion
for Life, as well as a breach of  its First  Amendment rights. While
other non-prof its have had no trouble at taining tax-exempt status
from the IRS, this unwarranted ult imatum reveals prejudice toward a
Pro-Life organizat ion and, by extension, the Pro-Life movement.
Such demands should never arise in the IRS’s decision-making process to grant tax-exempt status
for any applicant non-prof it  organizat ion.

“If  the IRS can discriminate against  one non-prof it , sect ion 501(c)(3) group based on its religious
aff iliat ion, then the IRS could theoret ically regulate the speech of  any other non-prof it
organizat ion,” said Tom Brejcha, president and chief  counsel of  the Thomas More Society.

More Information

https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/2009/07/08/irs/
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Thomas More Society » IRS Officially Grants Tax Exempt
Status to New Non-Profit Group, Coalition for Life of Iowa

admin

Facing legal challenge f rom the Chicago-based Thomas More Society, IRS
backs of f  f rom objections to the Coalition’s prayers and protests against
Planned Parenthood

Chicago, Aug. 4—Today at torneys from the Thomas More Society, a nat ional public interest  law
f irm based in Chicago, f inally received an of f icial “Determinat ion Letter” f rom the Internal Revenue
Service grant ing tax exempt status to the Coalit ion for Life of  Iowa, a newly formed grass roots
pro-life cit izen group based in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, under Sect ion 501(c)(3) of  the Internal Revenue
Code. The IRS had long delayed approval of  the Coalit ion’s request for the exemption, pressing it
for “details” about the content of  its members’ prayers at  a Planned Parenthood abort ion facility
and demanding that it  refrain f rom act ivit ies at  Planned Parenthood that could be construed as
protest ing or picket ing by police or harassing or being confrontat ional with abort ion-bound clients.
IRS also demanded that every member of  the board of  directors of  the Coalit ion sign a statement,
under penalty of  perjury, that  they will not  picket or protest  or organize others to picket or protest
outside of  Planned Parenthood.

Last month the Coalit ion asked Thomas More Society for help, and the Society retained non-
prof it  law and tax specialist , Sally Wagenmaker, of  the Chicago law f irm, Mosher & Associates, to
assist  with the case. Wagenmaker wrote IRS a lengthy recital of  legal object ions to its inquiries and
demands (posted at  www.thomasmoresociety.org), threatening legal act ion if  the IRS persisted in
violat ing the Coalit ion’s First  Amendment rights. Soon thereafter, the IRS quiet ly advised the
Coalit ion that it  would receive its tax exemption, and now the IRS’s of f icial Determinat ion Letter
has just  arrived, albeit  dated as of  July 9, 2009.

“This is a great victory for the Coalit ion for Life of  Iowa, and for all non-prof it  groups,” said Tom
Brejcha, president and chief  counsel of  the Thomas More Society. “The IRS must operate within
the constraints of  law, and it  cannot condit ion the grant of  tax exempt status on the forfeiture or
surrender of  First  Amendment rights on the part  of  any non-prof it  group or individual American
cit izens. We join the Coalit ion for Life of  Iowa in the celebrat ion of  its victory and remain prepared
to defend advocates for life against  government abuse or threats – no matter however, wherever,
or whenever they may suffer such abuse or threats.”

The IRS Letter of  Determinat ion now conf irms that the Coalit ion for Life of  Iowa is a legit imate 501
(c)(3) public charity, donat ions to which are fully tax deduct ible.

News Coverage

IRS approves exemption for pro-life group af ter ‘prejudicial’ invest igat ion—Catholic News
Agency

https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/2009/08/04/iowa/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/new.php?n=16783
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